
TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      JUNE 8, 2008
A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Parishioners and Visitors,

éóFollow meóé òI did not come to call the righteous but sinners.ó
Matthew 9: 9-13

Tax collectors (like Matthew) were despised by the Jews of  
Palestine.  Realizing it could never efþciently collect taxes from every 
subject in its far-ÿung empire, the Roman government auctioned 
off  the right to collect taxes in a given area.  Whoever bought that 
right was responsible to the Roman government for the agreed 
upon amount; whatever the purchaser could collect over and above 
that sum was his commission.  How he òcollectedó those taxes was 
of  little concern to the Romans.  It was a system that effectively 
legalized corruption, extortion and bribery.  The Jews considered 
tax collectors (also known as publicans) collaborators with their 
nationõs occupiers who became wealthy men by taking advantage of  
their peopleõs misfortune.

That Jesus should invite a tax collector to join his closest 
circle, as well as welcoming known sinners into his company, 
scandalized the Pharisees.  Citing the words of  the prophet Hosea 
(todayõs þrst reading), Jesus states unequivocally that his Messianic 
mission is universal in nature and spirit and not limited to the coldly 
orthodox and piously self-righteous of  Israel.  Christ comes to call 
all men and women ð Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, saint and 
sinner ð back to the Father.

Jesus came to show þshermen and farmers, peasants and 
prostitutes, tax collectors and shepherds, widows and children that 
they are all special in Godõs eyes. 

Faith begins with the understanding that we deserve 
nothing from God, not even the gift of  life itself.  All that we are and 
have are the blessings of  a God whose profound and unimaginably 
limitless love has compelled God to create, nurture and bless us. 

May God bless us.

  Peace,

Monday:  1 Kings 17:1-6; Matthew 5:1-12
Tuesday:  1 Kings 17:7-16; Matthew 5:13-16
Wednesday:  1 Kings 18:20-39; Matthew 5:17-19
Thursday:  1 Kings 18:41-46; Matthew 5:20-26
Friday: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-16; Matthew 5:27-32
Saturday:  1 Kings 19:19-21; Matthew 5:33-37
Sunday:  Exodus 19:2-6a; Romans 5:6-11;   
  Matthew 9:36-10:8

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  JUNE 8, 2008

Mother of  Perpetual Help Novena: Saturdays at 4:30pm

Public Recitation of  the Rosary: Saturdays at 5:00pm

GUIDED TOURS OF  THE BASILICA ARE OFFERED
Monday-Friday: 9:00am, 11:00am, 1:00pm

Saturdays: Call Ahead (Subject to Change Due to Services) 
Sundays: 12:00pm (Following the 10:45am Mass)

DEVOTIONS AND TOURS

BASILICA GIFT SHOP SIDEWALK SALE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 10AM-3PM

Donõt miss out on this great opportunity to save up to 
50% on many Basilica Gift Shop items, such as artwork, 
glassware, holiday goods, and religious gifts.  For more 
information, please call 410-727-3565 or email giftshop@
baltimorebasilica.org.

BASILICA GIFT SHOP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Retail experience helpful, but not necessary. Volunteers are 

needed seven days a week.  Please call 410-727-3565 or send an 
email to volunteer@baltimorebasilica.org.

ST. BERNARDINEõS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 11:30AM

The St. Bernardineõs Church Family invites you to a special Mass 
to mark our 80th anniversary, on Sunday, June 22 at the 11:30am 
Mass. Bishop Denis Madden will be our Celebrant and Fr. Ed 
Miller, the Pastor, will preach. We especially invite back all alumni 
from the parish and the school. There will be a reception after 
Mass - a perfect time to meet and greet old friends. For further 
information call Fr. Miller 410-362-8664.

ROCKINõ FOR THE ELDERLY
The Little Sisters of  the Poor will be rockinõ into summer 2008 
at the 2nd Annual òRockinõ for the Elderlyó fundraiser. Join the 
Oriole bird and other local celebrities as they rock in rocking 
chairs to raise funds for the Little Sisters, on Saturday, June 21, 
2008, 10am-2pm.  For more information or to reserve a rocking 
chair, contact Meg Ducey at 410-744-9367-ext. 174.

MOUNT VERNON WALKING TOURS

Take a stroll through history with this guided tour of  Mount 
Vernon Place. See the 19th century architecture and hear the 
stories of  the fashionable and wealthy residents who called 
Mount Vernon their home.

The tour begins in the lobby of  the Peabody Court Hotel, 612 
Cathedral Street, at 10am, Saturday, April through November. 
The 90-minute tour of  Mount Vernon Place is run by the 
Baltimore Architecture Foundation. Admission is $10 per person 
and must be purchased in advance. Please call Ed at 410-385-
0424. Groups of  10 or more can schedule a private tour.




